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mental group in the region declared, “This kind of growth is simply not sus-
tainable, and this is proof. Before the government invites more investors here, 
it needs to regain control and put a more realistic plan in place.” President 
Arias’s decree to limit access to public environmental documents has raised 
questions about the administration’s commitment to transparency. The decree 
voids long-standing public access to case files in the Environment Tribunal.

“It’s outrageous,” said a lawyer for the Costa Rican Journalism Associa-
tion and the Institute for Press Freedom. “It impedes, without any justifica-
tion, citizen access to documentation which is obviously of public interest. It 
is blatantly unconstitutional” According to Article 21 of the decree, only those 
directly involved in a case, their representatives or any accredited lawyer in the 
country can view the case files. The press and the public are excluded.

So, as elsewhere, there is trouble in Paradise -- even in one of Latin Amer-
ica’s most stable democracies. The interests of corporations and the wealthy 
threaten the well- being of the people – with the collusion of the Nobel accred-
ited president who, we hear, is proving a disappointment in other ways as well. 
Such developments are particularly frustrating for us at Ocean Arks and Todd 
Ecological Design, knowing as we do that such problems of sewage disposal 
can be readily solved with ecological technologies and at far less cost than ran-
dom trucking and dumping. We hope to become more involved.  

So, it turns out, even lovely Costa Rica is not without its flaws. But there 
yet remains more about it that is heartening. It would take vast and terrible de-
velopment, which nonetheless is a danger if CAFTA is allowed to proceed un-
checked, to destroy the beauty of the land. But as long as ordinary people will 
take to the streets or adopt whatever form of activism seems necessary to protect 
their rights, democracy there remains alive and well and offers a resilient and 
compelling model for other countries and climates as well. 
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